
OPERATION IMPACT PREPARED SENIORS FOR 
HURRICANE SEASON

LET'S HELP MORE SENIORS TOGETHER

WE NEED YOUR HELP:

EVERY BIT COUNTS

We at Meals on Wheels Greater Houston and Galveston County have a big goal – to 
deliver meals to homebound seniors who need our help. We have many waiting for 
our support right now.

A gift of $250 or whatever you can afford will make a big difference. This will help 
us feed seniors in our community, providing them with nutritious meals and a 
friendly visit.

No amount is too small. Every donation helps us get closer to our goal of 
supporting seniors in our community.

GIVE TO MEALS ON         
        WHEELS

https://www.imgh.org/250-2/

A PUBLICATION OF 
INTERFAITH MINISTRIES FOR GREATER HOUSTON
SUMMER 2024

MOSAIC

Texans know all too well that hurricane season 
brings with it a need to prepare. This hurricane 
season was forecasted to be an active one.  
Interfaith Ministries’ Meals on Wheels program 
helps homebound seniors each year through 
Operation IMpact to help them prepare for 
a storm. On June 1 in Houston and June 8 in 
Galveston County, volunteers delivered 5 small, 
shelf-stable meals to seniors.

Operation IMpact ensures that our seniors are 
prepared in case a storm disrupts our deliveries.

OPERATION IMPACT PRESENTING SPONSOR: HARRIS COUNTY SPONSOR:

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSORS

DRU NEIKIRK
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

Martin B. Cominsky

Dear Friends,

Every day across the Greater Houston/Galveston area, thousands of homebound 
seniors count on us to deliver a nutritious meal. As the largest Meals on Wheels 
provider in Texas, we have been serving meals and more for over forty years.

The seniors we serve are parents, grandparents, friends and neighbors. Over 82% 
of those we serve say that our meals are their primary source of nutrition. Rising 
food costs and decreased funding have slowed our ability to add more people 
to the program. Can you please help? Please consider making a gift using the QR 
code below.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, we served a total of 6,500 unduplicated seniors 
annually. That number increased year over year throughout the pandemic and 
beyond. In 2023, we served over 8,000 unduplicated seniors with over 1.9 million 
meals. In planning for 2024, we have been on track to serve over 8,600 seniors 
but had to stop adding new seniors to the program due to decreased funding. 
Our cost per lunch meal, which is set by our government contractors, has also 
increased through the years, with a dramatic increase of 15% in 2023. It costs 
more than ever to deliver meals.

Funding for Meals on Wheels comes from both public (government contracts) 
and private (contributions) sources. During the pandemic, IM received 
significant supplemental funding through the American Rescue Plan Act and 
private donors also increased their giving to meet the overwhelming need during 
that critical time. Our program not only kept operating throughout the pandemic 
but grew to serve more seniors than ever before. Now that the crisis has passed, 
the supplemental funding has ended. Economic uncertainty has, at the same 
time, led to a decrease in contributions. The growth in the number of seniors 
served was made possible through a combination of higher-than-normal, COVID-
era government funding and significantly increased contributions in response to 
the pandemic.

Nonprofits across the country experienced a post-pandemic decline in giving. 
"Giving USA: The Annual Report on Philanthropy", the longest-running and most 
comprehensive report on the sources and uses of charitable giving in America, 
reported a significant decline in charitable giving starting in 2022 after strong 
years in 2020 and 2021. This was only the third time giving had fallen in the past 
40 years. 

We are feeling the effects of the end of pandemic-era funding, the national 
decline in donations, and increased food costs. Yet thousands of seniors rely on 
us for a daily meal, and more elderly neighbors need our help. Please consider 
making a gift to Meals on Wheels today through the QR code below to ensure 
that we can continue to meet this critical need.

Sincerely,

Martin B. Cominsky
President and CEO

OUR CEO ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT
Martin has announced his planned retire-
ment effective June 30, 2025. He has led IM 
since 2015. During this time, we have grown 
from a $17 million to a $60 million agency.

Meals on Wheels program grew from serv-
ing an average of 4,000 enrolled seniors 
daily to 5,600 and from delivering 1.5 million 
meals annually to over 1.9 million.

Refugee Services welcomed 1,500 refugees 
from 11 countries in 2015 and over 6,000 
from 32 countries in 2023. 

IRCP offered programming to 800 adults 
and youth in 2015, and touched over 5,700 
participants this past year. 

We opened the Vic Samuels Center for 
Volunteerism and Civic Service, housing Vol-
unteer Houston and Serve Houston - pro-
grams that provided over 14,000 volunteer 
and service hours to over 70 local nonprof-
its in 2023.

“Martin is a truly unique leader,” says IM 
Board Chair Dr. Kathy C. Flanagan. “He 
combines compassion with an innovative, 
forward-thinking approach that has resulted 
in tremendous growth for Interfaith Minis-
tries over the years. We are so grateful for 
his service.”

Martin has led IM through Hurricane 
Harvey, Winter Storm Uri, the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the fall of Kabul that brought 
thousands of Afghan allies to Houston who 
were resettled by IM. Interfaith Ministries is 
led by an engaged, diverse Board of Direc-
tors that will embark on a search for the 
organization’s next President and CEO.
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ESTATE GIFT DOUBLES IMPACT FOR REFUGEE FAMILIES
Several months ago, a long-time supporter informed us 
that he was executor for an estate and that the deceased's 
wish was to distribute some of the estate to charity. The 
executor, in honoring the donor's wishes, approached 
IM about making a gift to Refugee Services. The donor 
had a passion to help refugees and also to address food 
insecurity. Currently food insecurity is a critical need among 
recently arrived refugee families. In consulting with IM 
leaders, the executor decided to make the gift toward food 
assistance for refugees. To leverage the gift, the executor 
set it up as a challenge gift, matching dollar for dollar other 
donations to the cause - up to $50,000!

As a result, $100,000 was raised for our refugee families! 
This funding will enable them to buy groceries without 
further stretching their modest budgets, at a time when 
they are working to find employment.

This gift creates a wonderful legacy for the donor, that 
brings joy beyond his lifetime. Bequests like this make a 
real difference for IM and the people we serve. For more 
information on including IM in your estate plans, please 
contact Jerry Haus at jhaus@imgh.org or 713-533-4965.
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IM is pleased to welcome its 2024 Board Chair, Kathy 
C. Flanagan, M.D. Our Board Chair has a passion for 
community service. In addition to leading IM’s board, 
she serves on the boards of Menninger Clinic and 
Justice Forward. She is the immediate past president 
of the Houston Medical Forum, a professional society 
of African-American physicians that promotes the 
art and science of medicine. She has chaired several 
nonprofit galas, including IM’s Tapestry Gala, and 
received several community service awards.

In 2021, 100 Black Men, Metropolitan Houston 
Chapter, Inc. named her Woman of the Year because 
of her commitment and service to the underserved 
communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. 
Flanagan was awarded the Houston Medical Forum 
2023 Lifetime Achievement Award for her unwavering 
commitment to the mission of that organization and 
her outstanding achievements and service to the 
greater Houston community. 

Former Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner proclaimed 
Dec. 1, 2023, as Dr. Kathy C. Flanagan Day recognizing 
her outstanding achievements, unyielding dedication 
and transformative contributions that have greatly 
enhanced the quality of life and healthcare within our 
city, declaring her “an inspiration and a true beacon of 
service and excellence.”

“As a psychiatric physician who has a passion for 
community service, I can attest that each of IM’s 
pillars have significant impact on the overall well-
being on of all of us; individually and collectively 
as a community,” shares Dr. Flanagan. Her work in 

the field of mental health relates 
to each of IM’s core programs – 
social isolation among homebound 
seniors, trauma faced by refugees, 
the common need for connection 
among people of all faiths, and the 
well-being resulting from volunteer 
and civic engagement.

Dr. Flanagan, who is board certified 
in psychiatry, has practiced medicine for more than 
30 years in Houston’s Upper Kirby area. A graduate 
of The University of Texas at Austin, Dr. Flanagan 
received her medical degree from The University 
of Texas Medical School at Houston, now known 
as McGovern Medical School. She completed her 
general adult psychiatric residency at Baylor College 
of Medicine.

She is a member of several medical organizations, as 
well as community service organizations.

We are honored to have Dr. Flanagan as our 2024 
Board Chair!  

Dear Friends,

Every day across the Greater Houston/Galveston area, thousands of homebound 
seniors count on us to deliver a nutritious meal. As the largest Meals on Wheels 
provider in Texas, we have been serving meals and more for over forty years.

The seniors we serve are parents, grandparents, friends and neighbors. Over 82% 
of those we serve say that our meals are their primary source of nutrition. Rising 
food costs and decreased funding have slowed our ability to add more people 
to the program. Can you please help? Please consider making a gift using the QR 
code below.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, we served a total of 6,500 unduplicated seniors 
annually. That number increased year over year throughout the pandemic and 
beyond. In 2023, we served over 8,000 unduplicated seniors with over 1.9 million 
meals. In planning for 2024, we have been on track to serve over 8,600 seniors 
but had to stop adding new seniors to the program due to decreased funding. 
Our cost per lunch meal, which is set by our government contractors, has also 
increased through the years, with a dramatic increase of 15% in 2023. It costs 
more than ever to deliver meals.

Funding for Meals on Wheels comes from both public (government contracts) 
and private (contributions) sources. During the pandemic, IM received 
significant supplemental funding through the American Rescue Plan Act and 
private donors also increased their giving to meet the overwhelming need during 
that critical time. Our program not only kept operating throughout the pandemic 
but grew to serve more seniors than ever before. Now that the crisis has passed, 
the supplemental funding has ended. Economic uncertainty has, at the same 
time, led to a decrease in contributions. The growth in the number of seniors 
served was made possible through a combination of higher-than-normal, COVID-
era government funding and significantly increased contributions in response to 
the pandemic.

Nonprofits across the country experienced a post-pandemic decline in giving. 
"Giving USA: The Annual Report on Philanthropy", the longest-running and most 
comprehensive report on the sources and uses of charitable giving in America, 
reported a significant decline in charitable giving starting in 2022 after strong 
years in 2020 and 2021. This was only the third time giving had fallen in the past 
40 years. 

We are feeling the effects of the end of pandemic-era funding, the national 
decline in donations, and increased food costs. Yet thousands of seniors rely on 
us for a daily meal, and more elderly neighbors need our help. Please consider 
making a gift to Meals on Wheels today through the QR code below to ensure 
that we can continue to meet this critical need.

Sincerely,

WELCOME TO OUR 2024 BOARD CHAIR, 
DR. KATHY C. FLANAGAN!

If you prefer to receive Mosaic 
by email, please let us know by 
emailing mmagee@imgh.org.

HELP IM SAVE MONEY... AND TREES!

Dr. Kathy C Flanagan

2023 Fall Mosaic-PRNT.indd   32023 Fall Mosaic-PRNT.indd   3 6/4/2024   2:24:23 PM6/4/2024   2:24:23 PM



IM's Volunteer Houston program is proud to co-host the 
Points of Light Conference 2024, a global celebration 
of volunteerism and service taking place from June 11 
through 14 at the Marriott Marquis Houston. 

With the theme “Leading Change Together,” this 
conference aligns perfectly with our mission. IM President 
and CEO Martin B. Cominsky states, “We’ve long been a 
leader in volunteerism and civic service. This conference 
is a chance to celebrate not only the 50th anniversary 
of Volunteer Houston but also the 100th anniversary 
of President George H.W. Bush and the thirtieth 
anniversary of AmeriCorps.” Our V.P. of Volunteerism 
and Civic Service, Andrea Shiloh, adds, “Points of Light 
is a beacon in a world that can be very dark… it’s about 
collaboration, innovation, and transformative change. 
That transformative change component is going to make 
the future, not only of our city but the future of our 
country, so much more solid, so much more certain.”

The 2024 conference promises unique features including 
an impressive lineup of speakers, a vibrant food truck 
festival at Discovery Green, and opportunities to explore 
Houston's cultural richness. Both Martin and Andrea 
believe that the conference will have a lasting impact on 
Houston, fostering connections that extend beyond the 
event itself. Andrea emphasizes, “It’s about making sure 
that when all is said and done, those who have a purpose 
and passion have an opportunity to do that in a way that 
is meaningful and impactful to them.”

Tickets can be purchased at pointsoflight.org/conference. 

VOLUNTEER HOUSTON CO-HOSTS POINTS OF LIGHT CONFERENCE 2024
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VIC SAMUELS CENTER FOR VOLUNTEERISM 
& CIVIC SERVICE
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H-E-B has been a long-time supporter of our Meals on Wheels 
seniors. Each year, they donate gifts cards that allow us to buy 
breakfast items to distribute. This year, they also helped our 

refugee families by donating gift cards for groceries.

H-E-B HELPS WITH GIFT CARDS

|  5  |

Animeals provides pet food and vet care to over 
1,300 dogs and cats of Meals on Wheels seniors. Our 
shelves are bare and we need your help! Please make 
a gift to "stock the shelves" at imgh.org/donate/
meals. Thanks to two anonymous donors, every dollar 
donated will be matched 2 to 1! If you prefer to give 
kibble instead of cash, visit our Amazon wish list at: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ 2YG9Y71UUUE8M 

STOCK THE SHELVES FOR ANIMEALS

SERVE HOUSTON EMPOWERS YOUNG WOMEN
Young Women’s Prep Network (YWPN) is a network of 
single-gender, college-preparatory public schools that 
enroll predominately first-generation, low-income students 
of color with the goal of getting their students both to 
and through college. Our SERVE HOUSTON AmeriCorps 
members serve at their two Houston-area schools: Young 
Women’s College Preparatory Academy (YWCPA) in 
HISD and Young Women’s Leadership Academy in Aldine 
ISD. Our three members, Juan Zavala, Megan Arteaga, 
and Allison Gatewood-Merrit, are teaching classes on 
social-emotional learning, organizing college visits, and 
establishing an alumnae committee to provide peer 
support for YWPN alumnae currently enrolled in college.

SERVE HOUSTON AmeriCorps empowers young people 
eager to contribute their skills and passion to create 
positive change. Whether it’s distributing food to fight 
food insecurity, leading activities for kids to uplift their 
emotional well-being, or beautifying school playgrounds 
and parks, SERVE HOUSTON provides a platform to not 
only cultivate leadership, teamwork, and problem-solving 
skills but also to enrich one's education and build a strong 
sense of civic responsibility.

The SERVE HOUSTON AmeriCorps Class 4 program will 
run this summer from May 28-August 2, 2024. Class 5 will 
run this fall. Learn more about joining the program and 
keep your eyes peeled for the fall application at servehou.
org. 

SERVE HOUSTON Class 3 at their Swearing-In 
Ceremony at the Linda and Fred G. Marshall Building.

SERVE HOUSTON PROGRAM CREATING LEADERS
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Mr. & Mrs. Theodore G. Britton
Mr. Kirt Broesche
Ms. Linda Bromley
Mr. John Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Brown
Ms. Sara Burch
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Burdick
Ms. Roberta Burroughs
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Buss
Mr. Anthony Cantrell
Mr. Richard Carruth
Ms. Giovanna Carter
Ms. Theresa Casbeer
Mrs. Deborah Cate
Ms. Tina Chadha
Ms. Ida Chan
Mrs. Patricia Chazen
Mr. George Cherry
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Chi
Ms. Charlene Chuang
Ms. Virginia Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Richard R. Clark
Ms. Janet Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clarke
Mr. & Mrs. Albert W. Clay, III
Mrs. Kellye Cline
Mr. & Mrs. John Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. Gus C. Colessides
Mr. & Mrs. Martin B. Cominsky
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cones
Mr. Jon Conlon
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Cook
Ms. Wendy Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Crisp
Ms. Rebecca Cutting
Mr. Britt Davis
Ms. La Shaunda Davis
Mr. Charles Deane
Mr. Kelly DeHay & Mr. Rod Danielson
Ms. Naomi Dempsey
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Denson
Mrs. Carol Dinkins 
Mr. Larry DiPaolo
Mr. Eric Domagalski
Mr. & Mrs. Don Drover
Ms. M. Candace Dufour
Ms. Michelle Dupre
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Eddings
Mr. Michael Engbrock
Ms. Connie Estopinal
Mr. Cullen Evans
Mr. & Mrs. C. Richard Everett
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred J. Fatica
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Faust
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Feld
Ms. Lydia Fisher
Mr. Randall Fisher
Dr. Kathy C. Flanagan
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Flavin
Ms. Carmen Flores
Mr. & Mrs. Henry S. Florsheim
Mr. James Floyd
Ms. Paula Fonda
Ms. Glenda Fontenot
Ms. Noel Foreman
Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Frankowski
Mr. Kenny Friedman
 & Dr. Ann Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Gallagher
Mr. Robin Garrison
Mr. Anthony Gayter
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot B. Gershenson
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Glass
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Goodman
Ms. Pallavi Goradia
Mr. Mark Grace
Ms. Mary Gracely
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Graves
Mr. Thomas Griffin
Mrs. Linda Griffin

LEAD DONORS
SEPT 2023-MARCH 2024 
($1000+)

Ahepa 29 Charitable Foundation
Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation
Amegy Bank
Baird Foundation
Bering Memorial United Church of Christ
Bethany Christian Church
Bryant Management Co.
Carleton Speed Family Foundation Inc.
CenterPoint Energy
Chapelwood United Methodist Church
Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Church
CITGO Petroleum
Comcast Corporation
Coneway Family Foundation
Congregation Emanu El
Covenant Baptist Church
Dar Us Sakina
Energy Transfer Partners, L.P.
EOG Resources, Inc.
Esther Friedman Foundation
First Congregational Church of Houston
Fourth Church of Christ, Scientist
Fred and Mabel R. Parks Foundation
Garza + McLain Structural Engineers, Inc.
Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund
Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron Foundation
H-E-B
Heimbinder Family Foundation
Hilda & Hershel Rich Family Fund
Hindus of Greater Houston
Houston Defender
Houston Endowment Inc.
Houston Methodist
Houston PetSet
Ibn Sina Foundation
International Stoneworks Inc
Dr. Joel Abramowitz & Ms. Rita Berger
Ms. Nora Ackerley
Mr. Charles Adcock
Mr. Saman Ahmadi
Mr. & Mrs. Saied Alavi
Ms. Heidi Albrecht
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Arnold
Mr. Homayoun Ataei 
  & Mrs. Tannaz Armaghany
Mr. & Mrs. David C. Baggett
Mr. & Mrs. B. Robert Baker
Ms. Lindsey Bartlett
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Bassett
Mr. Benjamin Bates
Mr. & Mrs. Clarke Bean
Mr. Roger Berry
Mr. Anand Bhagavatula
Dr. Loren Blanchard
Mr. & Mrs. David Block
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Blurton
Mr. Robert Boehlert
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis W. Boehm
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Boehme
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Boggio
Ms. Gretchen Bohnert
Ms. Nana Booker
Ms. JoAnn Boss
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Boyd
Mrs. Nancy Brand

Mr. William Griffith
Mr. James Grose
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gruen
Mr. Albert Haines
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Hall
Mr. Michael Hancock
Mr. Don Hand
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin J. Harberg, Jr.
Mr. Bruce Harkness & Ms. Alice A. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harrison
Mr. Gregg Harrison
Ms. Faiza Haseeb
Dr. & Mrs. Tariq Hashmy
Mrs. Deborah Hasou
Mr. John Haw
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Henry 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Donnie L. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Hill
Ms. Patrisha Hillman
Mrs. Cynthia Hinze
Mr. Stanley Hoffberger
Ms. Jane Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher G. Hollins
Ms. Dorothy Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Magnus A. Hook
Dr. Georgia Hsieh
Ms. Lee Huber
Mr. Curtis W. Huff & Ms. Lori Gallagher
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Hulsey
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Hung
Mr. Mark Huvard
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Iglesias
Ms. Rita Irani
Dr. Zachary Irell
Mr. & Mrs. Roger C. Jackson
Mr. Nathan Jacobs
Mrs. Joanie Jacobsen
Mrs. Karen Jankowski
Dr. Karen Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Terry R. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. David Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jusbasche
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Kaesermann
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. Bashar Kalai
Mrs. Sylvia Kase
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Kearns
Mr. & Mrs. Harris Kempner, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Kennedy
Dr. Faraz A. Khan and Mrs. Hina Syed
Ms. Shama Khan
Mr. Ashok Khushanlani
Ms. Connie Kissinger
Mr. William Klingman
Mr. & Mrs. Warren L. Kolar
Ms. Roberta Konicki
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kosmin
Mr. & Mrs. Atul B. Kothari
Ms. Joan Lamnek
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Laporte
Mr. Peter Larsen
Dr. & Mrs. Hon Chung Lau
Ms. Eileen Lawal
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Lents
Dr. Marcia Levetown
Mr. & Mrs. Haran D. Levy
Ms. Anne C. Lewis & Mr. David K. Morris
Ms. Linda Lindeman
Ms. Gina Liuzza
Ms. Sze Loh
Ms. Cornelia Long
Mr. Robert Loughney
Ms. Elizabeth Luckenbill
Ms. Tama Lundquist
Ms. Krysia Lynes
Ms. Barbara Mackey 
 & Dr. Jim Ferrendelli
Mr. & Mrs. Don T. Macune
Miss Rosalie Maddocks
Mr. David Malin & Dr. Jane T. Malin
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Margolis
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MEALS ON WHEELS A LIFELINE FOR CLIFFORD

Mr. William Griffith
Mr. James Grose
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gruen
Mr. Albert Haines
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Mr. Michael Hancock
Mr. Don Hand
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin J. Harberg, Jr.
Mr. Bruce Harkness & Ms. Alice A. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harrison
Mr. Gregg Harrison
Ms. Faiza Haseeb
Dr. & Mrs. Tariq Hashmy
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Mr. John Haw
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Henry 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Donnie L. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Hill
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Mrs. Cynthia Hinze
Mr. Stanley Hoffberger
Ms. Jane Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher G. Hollins
Ms. Dorothy Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Magnus A. Hook
Dr. Georgia Hsieh
Ms. Lee Huber
Mr. Curtis W. Huff & Ms. Lori Gallagher
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Hulsey
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Hung
Mr. Mark Huvard
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Iglesias
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Dr. Zachary Irell
Mr. & Mrs. Roger C. Jackson
Mr. Nathan Jacobs
Mrs. Joanie Jacobsen
Mrs. Karen Jankowski
Dr. Karen Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Terry R. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. David Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jusbasche
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Kaesermann
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. Bashar Kalai
Mrs. Sylvia Kase
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Kearns
Mr. & Mrs. Harris Kempner, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Kennedy
Dr. Faraz A. Khan and Mrs. Hina Syed
Ms. Shama Khan
Mr. Ashok Khushanlani
Ms. Connie Kissinger
Mr. William Klingman
Mr. & Mrs. Warren L. Kolar
Ms. Roberta Konicki
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kosmin
Mr. & Mrs. Atul B. Kothari
Ms. Joan Lamnek
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Laporte
Mr. Peter Larsen
Dr. & Mrs. Hon Chung Lau
Ms. Eileen Lawal
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Lents
Dr. Marcia Levetown
Mr. & Mrs. Haran D. Levy
Ms. Anne C. Lewis & Mr. David K. Morris
Ms. Linda Lindeman
Ms. Gina Liuzza
Ms. Sze Loh
Ms. Cornelia Long
Mr. Robert Loughney
Ms. Elizabeth Luckenbill
Ms. Tama Lundquist
Ms. Krysia Lynes
Ms. Barbara Mackey 
 & Dr. Jim Ferrendelli
Mr. & Mrs. Don T. Macune
Miss Rosalie Maddocks
Mr. David Malin & Dr. Jane T. Malin
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Margolis

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Margolis Ms. Marlene Marker
Mr. Fred G. Marshall
Sister E. Carol Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. David J. McBride
Ms. Linda McCartney
Mr. Steve McGowen
Ms. Sara McIntosh
Ms. Jennifer McLaughlin Mr. & Mrs. Scott McMillian
Ms. Amanda McMillian
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Meadows
Mr. & Mrs. Steven W. Mechler
Mr. Shashi Menon
Mr. Robert Mertensotto
Ms. Kaye Meyer
Mr.  Mike's Landscaping Inc.
C. Wayne & Patricia Miller Foundation Ms. Kaye Meyer
Mr.  Mike's Landscaping Inc.
C. Wayne & Patricia Miller Foundation
Ms. Paula Mischer 
Mr. Richard Moiel & Ms. Katherine Poeppel
Ms. Margaret Moore
Dr. Brad Morgan
Mr. Desalen Nageso
Mr. John Nau
Ms. Diane Neustadter
Mrs. Katharine Newman
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Nielsen
Mr. & Mrs. Jim W. Nokes
Mr. & Mrs. H. Lee Norris
Mr. David Oliver
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Oltmans
Mrs. Alicia O'Neill
Ms. Glenda Overbeck
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Snodgrass
Mr. & Mrs. Victor L. Parisian
Mr. & Mrs. Steve R. Parnell
Mr. William Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Shapur E. Pavri
Ms. Jo Ann Petersen
Mr. Robert Petter
Mr. & Mrs. George Pontikes
Mr. Hamid Poorsafar
Mrs. Jenny Popatia
Mr. Jerome Posey
Ms. Sandra Pospisil
Ms. Brenda Prukop
Ms. Kris Pytynia
Mr. & Mrs. Bertil J. Quarfordt
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Quinlan
Ms. Maureen Quirk & Ms. Lesley Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Bertil J. Quarfordt
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Quinlan
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Rasberry
Mr. Mark Rauch & Mrs. Frida Rauch
Mrs. & Dr. Zuhaira Razzack
Mr. Ershel Redd
Mr. John Redfield
Mrs. Mary Reidy
Mr. & Mrs. Tony G. Reyes
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Hall
Dr. John Riola
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory M. Robbins
Mr. & Mrs. Scott C. Roberts
Mr. Douglas L. Williams 
  & Ms. Janice Robertson
Ms. Beverly Robinson
Mr. Gordon Rose
Mr. & Mrs. David Roth
Mr. Efrain Bleiberg & Ms. Ellen J. Safier
Mr. & Mrs. Anup K. Sagar
Mr. Robert Sakowitz
Ms. Janice Sanders
Ms. Nu Tan
Ms. Elizabeth Tate
Dr. Shahin Tavackoli & Mrs. Nadia Tajalli
Drs. Mohinder & Renu Thapar
Mr. & Mrs. Pervis Thomas
Mr. Jack Threet
Mr. & Mrs. Adam L. Till
Ms. Sandra Tirey
Dru Neikirk 
AARP

Mrs. Karen Toennis-Appel
Ms. Shirley Toomin
Mr. & Mrs. Tomas M. Torres
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Totz
Ms. Haylie Treas
Mrs. Tara Turk-Zaafran
Mr. David Tweardy
Ms. Megan Ullman
  & Mr. John E. Menger 
Ms. Patricia VanAllan
Ms. Anne-Joelle Viguier-Galley
Mr. Kenneth Vorhaben
Mr. & Mrs. Rondal A. Walker
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Wallace
Rabbi Roy A. Walter
Ms. Jessica Walters
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Weiland
Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. Weiss
Mr. Philip Wetz
Mr. Parker Hinman 
  & Ms. Mary Ellen Weylandt
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley M. Whalen
Mr. Kevin Whited
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen K. Whitman
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Whitworth
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Wilcox
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Wiley
Ms. Elizabeth William
Mr. Clarence Wilson
Ms. Melinda Wineinger
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Winograd
Dr. Susan Wittjen 
 & Mr. Gaddis P. Wittjen
Mr. & Mrs. Paul N. Woldy
Mrs. Cyvia Wolff
Ms. Beth Wolff
Mr. & Mrs. Randall P. Wright

Dr. George Santos
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Sappington
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew M. Sarofim
Mr. Ian Scharfman
Mrs. Christian Schley
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Schmitt
Mrs. Judy Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Sedlacek
Mrs. St. Clare Seifert
Mrs. Cathy Seith
Ms. Rachel Shaffer
Mr. & Mrs. Farrukh Shamsi
Ms. Peggy Shaw
Mr. James Shoemaker
Ms. Loretta Shumway
Mrs. Patricia Simon
Mr. James Sims
Ms. Len Slusser
Mr. Jeffery Smisek 
  & Ms. Diana Strassman-Smisek
Mr. Stuart Smith
Mr. Matt Smith & Ms. Christy Serrano
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wayne Sneed
Mr. Robert Sormani
Mr. & Mrs. George Stark
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Stastny
Mr. & Mrs. Karl J. Strobl
Mrs. Rozalyn Stuckey
Dr. & Mrs. Mani N. Subramanian
Ms. Y. Ping Sun & Mr. David W. Leebron
Mrs. Saroj Suthar
Ms. Amy Sutton & Mr. Gary Chiles
Ms. Paula Sutton & Mr. Bill Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Swanson
Mr. John Sweeney
Mr. & Mrs. Rawi Tabbah
Mr. Mustafa Tameez

Clifford, a proud resident of Galveston County for nearly five decades, has been 
experiencing the positive impact of Meals on Wheels for almost a year now. At 
the age of 67, Clifford treasures time spent at home with his family in their long-
standing home. The convenience and variety of the meals provided by Meals on 
Wheels have been a true blessing, especially given the challenges his family faces.

Difficulty cooking and frequent doctor visits have made the Meals on Wheels 
service a lifeline for Clifford and his family. Even their beloved dog, a 2-year-old 
brown and beige beauty, benefits from Animeals, which provides free pet food.

Clifford introduced his next-door neighbor, Bernice, to Meals on Wheels. Clifford 
believes in lending a hand to others, both humans and animals.

As he receives his Meals on Wheels deliveries, Clifford's appreciation for the 
program grows each day. Each visit from Kim, the sweet and kind driver, brings not 
only nourishment but also a sense of connection and care. While he takes life one 
meal at a time, Clifford finds contentment in the knowledge that Meals on Wheels 
makes each day a little brighter.

A happy smile from Clifford
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Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston (IM) is thrilled to 
announce the launch of its new educational video series, 
“Welcome to Our House,” which highlights the common 
elements of houses of worship representing various world 
religions across Greater Houston. The series aims to inspire 
community members to explore the rich tapestry of religious 
and cultural diversity within the region.

Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston would like to extend 
its gratitude to the sponsors of this series. Major support was 
provided by The Eleanor and Frank Freed Foundation and 
additional support was provided by Debbie and Floyd Kearns.

The inaugural videos, available on IM’s YouTube Channel 
and website at imgh.org/welcome-to-our-house, showcase 
a Protestant church, Catholic church, Jewish synagogue, 
Muslim mosque. Future installments will feature Sikh 
gurdwaras, and Hindu temple. Buddhist temples, Bahá’í 
centers, and Jain temples, with the entire series expected to 
be completed by June 2024.

Jeff Horton, Content Creation Manager for the series, 
expressed gratitude to the team members and contributors 
who made this initiative possible. “I want to thank my 
colleagues Jodi Bernstein, Vice President, Kim Mabry, 
Program Manager, and Gayla Wilson, Program Manager, our 
Interfaith Relations and Community Partnerships Committee 
chaired by Rev. Dr. Tamla Wilson, our faith leaders featured 
in the series, including Rev. Eleanor Colvin, Imam Muhammed 
Haq, Rabbi Brian Strauss, and Rev. John Wurster, our focus 
groups, and others who helped in our research stages along 
the way.”

The “Welcome to Our House” video series is part of Interfaith 
Ministries’ broader efforts to promote understanding and 
dialogue of our community’s religious and cultural diversity.

The series is accompanied by a Discussion Guide designed for 
use with student, corporate, community, and faith groups.

LESSONS IN HOPE & 

Over 200 people attended our “Birmingham and Beyond: 
Living a Life of Love after Hate” to hear Lisa McNair’s story of 
triumph over evil, resiliency, and forgiveness after her sister 
was killed in the 1963 16th Street Baptist Church bombing. 
Now an author, speaker, and bridgebuilder, Lisa has chosen 
a path of love over hate, and shared her story at Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston’s IMpower Lecture 2024. 

WELCOME TO OUR HOUSE VIDEO SERIES

INTERFAITH RELATIONS & COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS

Pictured above from the 5th Annual Gershenson Lecture 
“Democracy, Faith, and the Rise of Christian Nationalism” 

are: Rev. John Wurster, Bishop Mike Rinehart, Amanda 
Tyler - Keynote speaker and Executive Director of the 

Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty, Rev. Dr. Tamla 
Wilson, Rev. Lynn Hargrove, Kim Mabry, Rev. Alexander E.M. 

Johnson

GERSHENSON LECTURE EDUCATES AND INSPIRES

HEALING AT IMPOWER LECTURE
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ILEAD PROGRAM LAUNCHES WITH MLK DAY OF SERVICE 
Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston’s iLead Youth 
Engagement Program kicked off its 2024 session with 
a special focus on the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. This year’s program, consisting of 19 students and 
parents, honored Dr. King’s principles of respect and 
service by actively participating in volunteer activities that 
contribute to the betterment of the community.

The iLead Kick-Off, on Sunday, January 14, 2024, at the 
Linda and Fred G. Marshall Building, featured a diverse 
group of 8th graders engaged in meaningful service 
projects, focused on a volunteer activity inspired by 
Dr. King’s vision of the Beloved Community. According 
to the King Center, Dr. King’s Beloved Community is 
“a global vision, in which all people can share in the 
wealth of the earth. In the Beloved Community, poverty, 
hunger, and homelessness will not be tolerated because 
international standards of human decency will not allow 
it.” Participants and parents came together to assemble 
bags of groceries that were donated to Spring Woods 
Middle School in Spring Branch ISD.

In alignment with Dr. King’s ideals, the service project 
addressed the issue of food insecurity, a critical concern 
in our communities. iLead participants received a brief 
overview of food insecurity prior to their volunteer 
activity, emphasizing their role as “Beloved Community 
creators.” A fourth-grade student who participated in 
HISD’s MLK Oratory Speech Contest attended and read 
their speech aloud.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s holiday is designated as a 
national day of service, promoting volunteerism and 
community improvement. The iLead Youth Engagement 
Program embodies this spirit by engaging participants in 
hands-on service projects that resonate with Dr. King’s 
vision for a society free from poverty, hunger, and hate.

“We believe in inspiring, educating, and connecting 
students and parents across diverse faith and cultural 
backgrounds,” says Gayla Wilson, Community 
Engagement Program Manager – IRCP at Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston. “Through iLead, we 
aim to foster stronger interpersonal relationships, 
communication skills, and networking abilities, all while 
instilling the values of service and respect inspired by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.”

Interfaith Ministries thanks CITGO for their generosity 
as lead sponsor of the 2024 iLead Youth Engagement 
Program. iLead is also sponsored in part by Lisa and John 
Walker and the Rabbi Samuel E. Karff Memorial Fund.

The Children’s Museum 
Houston is embarking on 
an inspiring journey with its 
upcoming exhibit, "Faithful 
Friends." Partnering with 
the Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships 
department (IRCP), they are 

delving deep into the diverse tapestry of faith traditions 
within the Greater Houston area. With the generous 
support of the Lilly Endowment, this collaboration is 
showcasing religions and fostering understanding and 
unity.

Led by IRCP's Kim Mabry and Jenny Abbott, the creative 
and educational teams have been on immersive tours of 
local houses of worship, including Hindu and Buddhist 
temples, mosques, and various Christian denominations. 
Through these experiences, they're gathering information 

and connecting with communities firsthand. Kim, through 
the Children’s Advisory Council, is ensuring that real voices 
and faces of children from different faiths are integral to 
the exhibit. By engaging with key figures across diverse 
faith communities, they're weaving a rich narrative that 
celebrates inclusivity.

Scheduled to open in October 2025 for a two-year stint 
at the museum and another year in a traveling exhibition, 
"Faithful Friends" promises to be an interactive and 
enlightening experience. By including voices from lesser-
known traditions like Zoroastrianism and Bahai, and 
emphasizing the importance of representation, this exhibit 
aims to foster empathy and understanding among visitors, 
young and old alike. As we eagerly anticipate its unveiling, 
it's clear that the Children’s Museum Houston is creating 
an exhibit that builds bridges of cultural appreciation and 
acceptance.

IRCP PARTNERS WITH CHILDREN’S MUSEUM HOUSTON ON ‘FAITHFUL FRIENDS’ 
EXHIBIT

ILEAD 2024 SPONSOR:
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REFUGEE CARE NAVIGATOR APP 

BRINGS CONNECTIONS
Interfaith Ministries’ Refugee Services is 
thrilled to announce the development of the 
RefugeeCare Navigator App, a pioneering digital 
platform designed to connect refugee clients 
with vital local resources, fostering education, 
awareness, and support on health, wellness, 
and related topics. The app is set to empower 
refugee families in Houston by providing easily 
accessible and comprehensible information in 
multiple languages.

The app will serve as a comprehensive resource 
hub, offering information on navigating the U.S./
Texas medical system, health-related community 
events, webinars, video tutorials, orientations, 
and a healthcare locator tool. The app will be 
available in English, Dari, Pashto, and Spanish, 
for the diverse linguistic needs of the refugee 
population. To cater to diverse reading skills, the 
app will incorporate a voice feature compatible 
with both iOS and Android platforms.

Interfaith Ministries actively seeks content 
partnerships with organizations, clinics, and 
stakeholders, aiming to provide authentic and 
relevant information to vulnerable populations.

Recently the app was used to provide refugees with vital 
storm information in their preferred language during a 
powerful storm to support their safety. 

The development of the RefugeeCare Navigator App is 
made possible through funding from the US Committee 
for Refugee and Immigrants (USCRI). This grant aligns 
with the project’s goal of empowering digital literacy and 
fostering self-sufficiency among refugee communities. 
Praveena Lakshmanan, Community Engagement Program 
Manager, says, “The RefugeeCare Navigator App is a bridge 
to local resources, addressing the gap between available 
information on the internet and the authentic resources 
needed by our diverse clients. By curating content and 

forming partnerships with various stakeholders, we aim to 
build a relevant and accessible resource for refugees and 
vulnerable populations in Houston.”

Interfaith Ministries’ Refugee Services invites organizations, 
clinics, and stakeholders to join in content partnerships and 
contribute to the app’s mission. Whether through articles, 
videos, or other resources, collaboration is key to ensuring 
the app’s success in providing valuable information to those 
in need.

For more information or to explore content partnership 
opportunities, please contact Praveena Lakshmanan at 
plakshmanan@imgh.org.

REFUGEE SERVICES
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT GROUPS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Refugee Services' empowerment groups have been 
making significant strides in fostering a sense of 
community and empowerment among their clients. One 
such initiative is the introduction of the Spanish-speaking 
women's group, which serves as a beacon of support and 
guidance for newer arrivals. By incorporating members 
who have been in the program for up to two years as role 
models, clients empower each other to navigate their 
new lives with confidence. The program takes a client-
centered approach, allowing the women to lead the way 
in determining the content of sessions and activities. 
From visits to local museums like the Museum of Fine Arts 
Houston and the Children's Museum to outings to places 
like Mala Market, these sessions provide educational 
opportunities and space for camaraderie and cultural 
exploration.

The empowerment groups’ efforts culminated in our 
end-of-year celebration, where Arabic, Pashto, and Dari-
speaking groups came together for the first time. This 
gathering showcased the refugee community's diversity 
and emphasized the bonds formed through shared 
experiences. The event featured a panel where women 
from each group shared their journeys and triumphs, 
solidifying the sense of unity and support.

THE BIG US PROJECT - COLLABORATIVE THEATRE PIECE BY HOUSTON’S REFUGEES
On January 20th and 22nd, clients from IM’s Refugee 
Services and other Houston-area refugee resettlement 
agencies put on a collaborative theatre performance in 
partnership with Brave Little Theatre Company, led by 
Executive Director Troy Scheid.

Three clients from the Dari-speaking women’s 
empowerment group created and performed a piece 
titled “The Blind Future of Afghan Girls,” behind a sheet to 
respect their cultural boundaries so they could speak freely 
about the challenges facing girls and women in Afghanistan 
since the fall of Kabul, and the necessity of education for 
all. 

Thirteen clients from the Arabic-speaking women’s 
empowerment group created and performed a piece titled 

“A Night of Ramadan” in which they introduced their American friend Michelle to the significance and meaning behind 
celebrating Ramadan, sharing their culture and food with the entire audience. This piece was facilitated by Troy Scheid 
and Dayana Halawo, who works in IM’s Refugee Services program. Six clients from the men’s empowerment groups, 
containing Dari, Pashto, and English speakers, created and performed a piece titled “Eid Celebration,” in which they 
demonstrated and explained the importance of Eid celebrations for them and their cultures. 

2023 Fall Mosaic-PRNT.indd   112023 Fall Mosaic-PRNT.indd   11 6/4/2024   2:24:26 PM6/4/2024   2:24:26 PM



DONATE ONLINE 
MEALS ON WHEELS OR 
ANIMEALS:
WWW.IMGH.ORG/DONATE/MEALS/

REFUGEE SERVICES:
WWW.IMGH.ORG/DONATE/REFUGEES/

INTERFAITH RELATIONS:
WWW.IMGH.ORG/DONATE/INTERFAITH/

VOLUNTEER HOUSTON/ 
SERVE HOUSTON:
WWW.IMGH.ORG/DONATE/SUPPORT-
VOLUNTEER-HOUSTON/

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
Dr. Kathy Flanagan

Chair
Henry Florsheim

Chair Elect
Saied Alavi

Vice Chair
Bishop Michael Rinehart

Vice Chair
Ann Kaesermann

Treasurer
Nadia Tajalli
    Secretary
Maureen Quirk
    At-Large
Nihala Zakaria
    At-Large
Randall Evans
    Immediate Past Chair
Martin B. Cominsky,

President and CEO

DIRECTORS
Murad Ajani
Dr. Loren Blanchard
Dan Boggio
Emma V. Chambers
Wendy Cooper
Jacques D’Rovencourt
Carlos Duarte
Mark Eddings
Dr. Marla Fielder
Tonya Franshaw
Rabbi Steven Gross
Chris Hollins
Tyler Juergens
Roberta Konicki
David Paradis
Jim Procuniar
Jeremy Samuels
Brian Wagaman
Rev. Dr. Tamla Wilson

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
Interfaith Ministries could not carry out its work without 
community support! We are grateful to all our donors for 
their generosity.

To find out how you can include Interfaith Ministries in your estate 
plans, contact Jerry Haus at jhaus@imgh.org or 713-533-4965.

Become an IMpact Society member:
www.imgh.org/donate/impact/

Summer
2024 MOSAIC

3303 Main Street  
Houston, TX 77002
713-533-4900
www.imgh.org
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